
Reading in EYFS and KS1 
at St Breock



Reading is fundamental to education. Proficiency in reading, writing 
and spoken language is vital for pupils’ success. Through these, they 

develop communication skills for education and for working with 
others: in school, in training and at work.
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Your child’s reading journey at St Breock starts the minute 
they join us. 

We immerse the children in the world of books. Our classrooms 
have cosy reading corners filled with carefully selected 

books. Adults read high-quality stories, poems and nursery
rhymes on several occasions every single day. 



In our Nursery, we focus on pre reading skills. We develop children’s 
familiarity with handling books, as well as their speaking and 

listening skills, which are all crucial for learning to read. 

We explore sounds, alliteration, rhythm and rhyme.

We play lots of games to develop the children’s phonological 
awareness. We attune children to the sounds of language before 

they connect them to letters. 



In Reception (FS2), we move on to teaching the children how to link 
the sounds of spoken language (phonemes) with written 

letters or groups of letters (graphemes). 

We teach the children to read by sounding out words. This teaching 
method is called phonics.



At St Breock, we have chosen to follow a high quality, government 
accredited systematic synthetic phonics programme in order 

to give your children the best phonics teaching. 

Our phonics programme is called Read, Write Inc. (RWI) and we 
follow it very precisely. We have a team of well trained, expert 
reading teachers and phonics is taught to a very high standard. 
We have a shared ethos at St Breock that all children can be 

taught to read.



There are four stages to our teaching of phonics.

Blending 
sounds to read 

words

Reading 
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Oral 
blending

Learning 
sounds



We start by teaching the children oral blending. 

We play lots games with Fred to enable to the children to hear the 
different sounds in the words then blend them together to say 

words (c-a-t, cat). 

We introduce the children to Fred. Fred is a frog who can only 
speak in sounds (s-a-t). We call this Fred Talk. 



We then move on to looking at letters and teaching the sounds that 
letters make.

We use flashcards to teach the sounds along with memorable 
rhymes.

There are 3 sets of sounds (Set 1, 2 and 3). As the children progress, 
they move on to learning digraphs - 2 letters that make one sound. We 

call these special friends. For example, sh.



It is important that children say the correct sounds for the letters to 
help them when blending to read words.

We teach the children to say pure sounds without the 
additional ‘uh’ sound at the end.

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/6RCIWcxV/au3a840q



Once the children are secure in recognising Set 1 sounds speedily, 
we begin to teach sound blending. This is where we blend sounds 

together to make words.

The children use magnetic letters to physically move the sounds to create 
words. The say the sounds, then blend together to say the word.



Whilst still learning to blend, we move on to reading words using 
Green Word cards.

The children learn to use the strategy, Fred Talk, Read the Word to 
support them in reading.

They use sound buttons (the little dot under each letter) to indicate 
where each sound is. 

Children read by pointing to each sound as they say it then swiping
under the whole word to blend the sounds together.



This video clip demonstrates how to blend sounds to read words.

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/jj9138Vo/AHn3RbKF



Once the children are secure with blending sounds to read words, they 
then move on to reading phonically decodable storybooks.

They read books that are suited to their phonics ability starting from Red 
and working their way through all the colours until they reach Grey.



In the summer term of Year One, all children sit the government’s 
Phonics Screening Check.

Every child will be asked to read a list of 40 real and nonsense 
phonically decodable words. The check assesses their sound

knowledge, and their final score will determine if they have passed 
the check.



So, we know how phonics is taught. But when do we teach phonics?
Phonics is taught daily as a priority. 

Sessions begin right from the start of Reception and continue 
throughout Key Stage 1, up until the end of Year 2.



Each lesson begins with a Speed Sounds focus. In this, children recall 
sounds previously taught and learn new sounds. 

.
They then read real words and nonsense words containing these 

sounds. 



The lesson then moves on to reading the storybook.

.

A storybook is taught over 3 sessions. The children work on speedy
sound and word recognition as well as fluency and 

comprehension. At the end of the 3 days, the children take a paper 
copy of the book home, plus a new book linked to the text.



The children are assessed every six weeks and placed into groups 
according to their stage of development. 

How do we know which groups to put the children in?



Children with SEND are taught RWI phonics 1-1 with an adult 
during phonics time. We have several 1-1 sessions taking place all over 
school during phonics time. Each child receives tutoring that is suited 

to them.

In addition, extra 1-1 tutoring sessions take place throughout the 
school day for any children identified as requiring additional support 

outside of their phonics group.



What can you do at home to support your child with reading?

Sounds Books 

Reading is a skill that requires lots of practice. We will be sending 
home the following resources to support you with this.

Video links Phonics Book 
Bag Books



Children have their phonics books for three days.
This is to support their fluency, expression and comprehension.

They should read the story every day for three days. They start by 
reading the Speed Sounds, Speedy Green Words and Red Words 

at the start of the book. The book contains guidance to explain the 
process.



How often should your child practice?

As often as possible! Just a few minutes every day will really help to 
develop these skills.

You, as parents and carers can make the biggest difference if 
you help your children to practice regularly.



Where can you find out more information?
Our school website has a page dedicated to phonics that contains 

many useful links and further details.



We want to support you and your children with this very exciting 
reading journey.

Please do come and ask us if you have any questions or queries.



Thank you 


